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Sunday, April 15 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Introduction 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the 

disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Lord’s day. In today’s gospel, Jesus 

both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through 

the scriptures: the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

Readings and Psalm 

Acts 3:12-19  

Health and forgiveness through the risen Jesus 

Psalm 4  

The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3) 

1 John 3:1-7  

The revealing of the children of God 

Luke 24:36b-48  

Eating with the risen Christ 

 

Your sins are wiped out. You are pure and righteous. You are forgiven. These are 

statements made in our readings today, but what does it all mean? In this time, just a 

few weeks after Easter, we are probably wondering, just like the disciples, about all of 

these things we have heard. We might be wondering what it means to us, in our lives, 

now that the resurrection has occurred. Is this just a story from ancient times, or 

does it mean something to us today, to know that we are forgiven? 

If you were here for Easter Sunday, you may recall that I asked the question, “How 

did we get to this place?”. The answer today is the same as it was two weeks ago;  

“We get here because God wanted to be reunited with all of creation, forever. We get 

here because God knew that the only way to spread a new message for all to hear 

was to offer the ultimate gift, through the ultimate sacrifice: the gift of faith through 

God’s only Son, Jesus Christ, with all of the forgiveness and grace God has to offer to 

this world. We get here because God’s work was not done, because God was not 

going to give up, because God needed to continue the work of disruptive innovation to 

save all of creation, and there was only way to do that that would get our attention – 

give us Jesus, and then let him die for each and every one of us.” 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/


2 
 

 
Third Sunday of Easter  Sunday, April 15, 2018 
Deacon Diane Schwiger-Alexander  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
  
 

We get to this place, today, with Jesus appearing, walking and talking, sharing a 

meal, and doing Bible study through the stories of the post-resurrection appearances 

of Jesus. He is trying to bring peace to his disciples and others, and to help them 

understand that in their grief, he has not left them alone, that he is still with them in 

his death, through his resurrection, and that this is his ultimate gift for them and for 

us.  

None of us can explain “resurrection”, and the disciples could not explain it either – it 

is actually not important to be able to explain it. Just as I said in my Good Friday 

sermon for Jesus’ last words, we do not need to be able to understand the sacrifice 

that Jesus so willingly made, we only need to know the story of Jesus’ trust and faith 

in God, that lead him to the cross to die, and to be buried, so that he would rise from 

the dead. It is through knowing the stories that we can recognize ourselves in the 

words, and share our personal experiences of resurrection.  

We find ourselves in this story today, when we read about  these disciples with their 

fear and doubt about this man who has joined them, and then to see how they come 

to believe this man walking with them is who he says he is, we can see their faith 

story come to life. When Jesus, their friend and teacher, asks for something to eat, we 

can see ourselves in the story, as we strive to live sharing our faith with our own 

doubts and fears.  This is God’s Work. We are the continuation of the story, for our 

time, and place. We are here to walk together, to eat together, to study together. And 

in all of this, we are no different than these disciples. We have doubt and questions, 

and this is okay. It is in the doubt, wondering, and questions that we come to 

encounter God in ways that help us to grow in our faith. It is in the questions that the 

disciples, and all of us, become a community of wondering believers, and the church 

is formed, and grows.  

As Jesus, takes this last opportunity to appear with the disciples, he is helping them to 

understand their role, their calling to spread the Good News, and to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus, now that he will not be doing this work on earth with them. Barbara 

Brown Taylor, (Episcopal priest, professor, author and theologian), poetically tells in 

her sermon on this very text, of the ways Jesus’ hands and feet were important in his 

ministry. He healed people, broke bread with them, traveled around sharing the good 

news of God’s love for God’s world. Now, these wounded hands and feet are proof for 

the disciples, on that road and in other places, that Jesus has risen and that the 

scriptures are fulfilled.  
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We get to continue Jesus’ story. It is our turn to tell of the resurrection and to carry 

on the ministry of sharing God’s gift that brings forgiveness and light into the world. It 

is our turn, to turn our doubt and wonder and questions into dreaming, visioning, 

planning, and action. This is the same work that Jesus instructed the disciples in, 

when he appeared and made them witnesses, and told them to proclaim the GOOD 

NEWS to all nations. We are people of God, and we are living the ongoing disruptive 

innovation that God began, and continues through the life, death and resurrection of 

God’s Son and which continues with our lives today. 

In this community of St. Peter’s, we are currently experiencing our own resurrection 

story, as we move away from how we used to be church, and are exploring and 

experimenting with new ways to BE church. Our LLT partner congregations are 

working with us in the process – what does it mean to be questioning, wondering, 

believers?  

What does it mean to be stronger together?  

What will it look like to be part of a community that worships together in different 

buildings, at different times, in different worship styles and settings; around a 

common table, sharing a meal?  

What will it look like when, together, we are working to serve those in need in our 

community? What will be like for our community and our neighbors, when all are fed, 

and no one goes hungry? What will it look like when all of our neighbors are clothed 

with nice, clean clothes?  

What will it look like when our doors are open to all people, whether they are 

members of one of our partner congregations, or whether they are strangers who we 

will come to know as fellow members of God’s family? 

These are the questions of our resurrection story, and these were the same questions 

of the first century disciples and apostles as they traveled the dusty roads, sharing 

their experiences of the risen Jesus Christ. We are doing the same work: journeying 

together, exploring together, questioning, fearing, and we are feeding, and being fed, 

listening for, and receiving God’s call. We are learning together from scripture, in Bible 

studies, in classrooms, in our worship, in fellowship and service, in our prayers, in our 

living our faith out-loud, together. We are the disciples of this time and this place.  

Jesus, on the cross and in his resurrection, has given us the instruction, the 

commission to carry on, and as we will see in a few weeks, as we gather for Pentecost 



4 
 

 
Third Sunday of Easter  Sunday, April 15, 2018 
Deacon Diane Schwiger-Alexander  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
  
 

Sunday and as several of our youth will stand up and affirm their faith, that God has 

gifted us so that we can continue the resurrection story. Jesus wounded hands and 

feet are the sign that the disciples and all of us needed, so that we will know he is 

who he says he is, and this is the proof for all of the world that Jesus went through 

the danger, and not around it. The disciples will also go through the danger and not 

around it. They will face times of trial, and even persecution, as they do God’s work. 

We will face difficult and trying times as WE continue God’s work, for now, this is our 

commission as St. Peter’s and as Lancaster Lutherans Together and as Christians in 

THIS time – to continue the work – to bring hope to God’s world no matter the 

difficulties along the way. We are the Body, and the Image, of the Risen Christ in the 

world today, as Barbara Brown Taylor writes in her book, “Home by Another Way”. 

We can do this, together, because we have experienced the risen Christ, and we have 

the stories of the disciples to help guide us through the difficult and challenging 

process of bringing hope and light into God’s world today. We have the experiences of 

Jesus and of those who followed him that enable us to step out in faith and to live our 

faith out-loud. We don’t need to understand the mystery of God’s sacrifice, and the 

power of God’s love, to be part of the story and the on-going work of God, that 

continues to save, send, and bless us each day as modern day witnesses. Most 

importantly, we have been given the tools and roadmap, which enables us to continue 

the work of God’s on-going revelation and resurrection for all of God’s people and 

God’s church. The question we must ask is; Will we choose to take the journey as the 

disciples did, going through the danger, not around it, living our faith out loud, or will 

we choose to stay in a life of fear and doubt, not willing to go through the danger to 

continue God’s work? 

 


