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July 8, 2018  

Lectionary 17/Pentecost 7 
Introduction to the Day 

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is 

unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so 

that they will be dependent on how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and 

to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates 

in the between: between Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and 

those to whom we are sent. 

Readings and Psalm 

• Ezekiel 2:1-5 The call of Ezekiel 

• Psalm 123 Our eyes look to you, O God, until you show us your mercy. (Ps. 123:2) 

• 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 God’s power made perfect in weakness 

• Mark 6:1-13 Sending of the Twelve to preach and heal 

 

 

Last week I had the privilege of accompanying twelve youth from two of our 

congregations, with three other adult leaders, to Houston for the 2018 ELCA Youth 

Gathering. It was an awesome week. The Spirit was working in us just as it was 

working in and in-between the disciples as Jesus sent them out to preach and heal in 

today’s Gospel. The Spirit was in our in-between too; between Jesus and God, 

between Jesus and us, between each of us gathered – the 31,000 gathered each day, 

in the group of sixteen of us and between the twelve youth and most definitely 

between us and those whom we were sent to meet along the way. 

I asked our youth to help me write the sermon today by writing a paragraph about 

their experience at the youth gathering. I wanted their “first impressions” so to speak. 

I wanted their true feelings that came from our tiredness, and the emotions of the 

experience. I asked that they give me their answers before returning home on 

Monday evening. The following is their impressions and feelings about their Youth 

Gathering. 

For all of them (and us adults too) the Youth Gathering is transformative, life-giving, 

and filled with God moments. At this Gathering we explored God’s Call to each of us 

and God’s gift of Jesus to the world. We looked at how God has gifted us with Love, 

Grace, and Hope. The daily themes: God’s; Call, Love, Grace, and Hope are about 

how these gifts with Jesus, CHANGES EVERYTHING. These are not just passive words 

we read about or theorize about, these are words that lead to action and have 

meaning for all of God’s children. This is what the ELCA Youth Gathering was about 
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last week in Houston. God and Jesus with the Spirit working in and through each of us 

with our Call from God and the gifts of Love, Grace, Hope and Jesus CHANGES 

EVERYTHING! 

In our getting ready for the Youth Gathering we wanted to instill a sense of trust in 

God and God’s people in our group and among the leaders so that our youth would be 

able to fully be present and experience the Gathering. There were skeptics as we 

prepared. One of our youth wrote after the Gathering that they had mixed feelings 

about how they had heard that this trip will change your life. This youth said they 

were excited but didn’t really believe that the Gathering would be life changing. One 

aspect of the Gathering we emphasized was that they would not meet a stranger in 

Houston. I think this Gathering did not disappoint us as I read through the essays this 

week. All of our youth talked about the people they met, about the smiles on their 

faces, how God was at work last week. One of our youth wrote this, “The whole 

Gathering was God bringing people together. I was able to meet so many new 

people!”. This same youth wrote about meeting a person from their old congregation 

during Synod Day. Synod Day is when all the youth and adult leaders from each 

Synod meet together as a small group – for Southern Ohio that meant 800 of us 

gathered in a Ballroom at the Hilton for an afternoon of music, games, scripture, 

worship and communion and for this one youth meeting up with an old friend – finding 

each other out of 800 people.  

Another of our youth wrote about meeting new people, especially meeting a person 

named Mick. Mick was apparently nice and was fun to meet. Another of our youth 

wrote about how many different people they met at the Gathering; people from all 

over the world including the United States, Canada, South Africa, South Korea, and 

the Virgin Islands. By the way, most of the youth from outside the United States are 

sponsored and invited to attend the Gathering by those in their sister US Synods and 

Southern Ohio sponsored several youth from Brazil. This is why for several gatherings 

it has simply been known as the Youth Gathering and not the National Youth 

Gathering.  

It should also be noted that our youth had an assignment, well it was actually a 

contest, to see how many people they could meet at our Interactive Learning Day. 

Could they fill-in the alphabet with names, and how many people from the various 

states and countries could they meet. Two of our youth met people from 36 different 

states, territories and countries and filled-in 23 letters of the alphabet. This is the 

Sprit at work! 

You will want to ask our youth about the prize for winning the contest. 
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Two of our youth had been to the Detroit Gathering and one of them wrote that the 

Gathering was an amazing experience. They were hoping Houston would be a 

different experience than the previous one and Houston did not disappoint. They 

wrote that Houston gave a new experience and was much different than Detroit. A 

side-note here, no matter how many Gatherings one attends they never compare to 

the others, each is unique and special, each is truly a once-in-a-life-time experience. 

For this youth, “There is nothing quite as special as dancing and singing with 30,000 

of your fellow Lutherans”. May I just say every time I would look over our youth at 

the Mass Gatherings each evening I could always count on this young man standing 

up and clapping and doing the “gathering” motions to any song with his peers that 

filled the stadium. He writes also, that he hopes to attend the next Gathering as a 

volunteer.  

One of our young ladies wrote about the speakers at our Mass Gatherings and how 

they helped her see God in ways she never thought of. She writes, “I have always 

seen God in the most beautiful parts of my life. The peaceful sounds and beautiful 

scenery of nature, laughing with everyone around me, witnessing and being part of 

good deeds done by others, all which feel so full of God’s presence. The speakers 

helped me realize something else though. God’s presence is so full in the most 

beautiful parts of my life. However, it is just as full in the worst moments of my life. I 

see him with me, comforting me and the people around me.”  

This is God’s Love and Grace and it brings Hope into our lives in our happiness and 

our sadness – this is the message we heard each night as we gathered in NRG 

Stadium to hear from speakers about their life experiences and how God has been 

with them even when they were angry at God and even when they were in doubt that 

there was a God. The speakers spoke about their experiences with homelessness, 

being refugees. They shared their stories of addiction, self-harm, eating disorders that 

began at nine years old, of being different, looking and feeling different and we heard 

from an eleven year old who is transgender and growing up as a pastor’s kid. We 

heard from our musicians and how God touches their lives through the melodies and 

words of song and through their encounters with those who listen to their music. All of 

this to help remind our youth that as one of them wrote, “I sometimes forget that 

[God] is ALWAYS around us… From this, I want to constantly remember that I have 

God’s presence all the time…he loves me every day, all the time, no matter what”.  

One of our youth wrote about her struggle to push herself out of her comfort zone. 

She is a self-described social butterfly when in her circle of friends and comfort zone 

but not so much outside her circle. She wrote how she had to quickly get over that 

because “there were always people wanting to talk”. She goes on to write that “if I am 
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honest this was the best experience and I am going to the next one because my 

church family will be there”. This is the Spirit at work! 

For another of our youth they wrote that the whole experience in Houston; exploring 

the city, the Mass Gatherings, our Service Learning Day at the kennel playing with 

and washing dogs are inspirational. She will never forget the Gathering and will 

continue to share with others what she learned. For our one youth who was skeptical 

about how life-changing a Youth Gathering could be, she went on to write in her essay 

that she feels closer to God ”because after everything we did, it was just 

inspirational…the moving stories from the speakers, the exciting music, the loudness 

of the crowd, blew the roof [off]!”.  

One of our youth wrote more eloquently than I can speak about the actions of the 

Gathering, so these are his words, “Church is changing. In Houston I saw how the 

Lutheran Church is becoming a bigger family, not so much focused on where a 

building is or what the music is like, but to the church Jesus meant it to be. A place 

that welcomes all to the table, old and young, black and white, male and female, and 

everyone else. The Lutheran Church is not about what goes on inside the walls for 52 

Sundays a year, but about what is does and how it affects people 365 days a year.” 

This is the Spirit at work! God’s Call, God’s Grace, God’s Love, God’s Hope, God’s gift 

of Jesus - THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING! 

 

For all of us the take-away from the Youth Gathering is this; the Spirit’s work isn’t just 

for a week in Houston. The Spirit’s work is right here in this community too between 

each of us and all that we are sent to serve, as well. It is in the Spirit that we may 

have our Call, and the gifts of Grace, Love, Jesus and HOPE. As one of our youth 

wrote in her essay, “Now my hope is that we as a congregation may be boldened to 

not only hope but take action and change our church, community, and the world for 

God; because hope put into action changes everything.”  


